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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) An operating arm for a construction machine for use as a 
front part of a construction machin e comprising:? said operating arm- be ing constitut e d by 

a plural number of joined plates aadrin the shape of a square tubular structure of a 

square shape in cross section, characterized in that;,, 

wherein said plural number of joined plates includ e includes a plurality of flat thin 
plates to be formed into flat sections of said square tubular structure and a plurality of 
thick corner plates* feemg -wherein each of said plurality of thick corner plates is g reater in 
thickness in a flat shape than said flat thin plates , and said thick corner plates are 
integrally connected feiaed-side to side with said flat thin plates , said thick corner plates 
each having be for e hand and bent into a convexly curved shape portions extending 
between said sides of said thick plates that forms afterwards to form one corner portions 
of said square tubular structure. 

2. (Currently Amended) An operating arm for a construction machine according 
to as defin e d in claim 1 , wherein said integral connection of said t hick corner plates and 
said flat thin plates are4m nod together bv sid e to side butt wel ding to form are butt welds 
forming a wide plate-like material having alternately thick and thin wall portions 
extending in a transverse direction, said wide plat e- lik e material boing bent curved shapes 
along said thick corner plates to form forming a U-shaped structure in cross section for 
use as a part of said square tubular structure. 
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3. (Currently Amended) An operating arm for a construction machine as defined 
in- according to c laim 1, wherein said integral connection of said flat thin plates and said 
thick corner plates are joined by - sido -to-side-butt welding -welds such thafc- and surfaces of 
said flat thin plates are positioned flush with said thick corner plates on one side in the 
direction of thickness but indented from said thick corner plates on the other side in the 
direction of thickness. 

4, (Currently Amended) An operating arm for a construction machine as defin ed 
in -according to claim J , wherein said integral connection of said flat thin plates and said 
thick corner plates are join e d tog e th e r by sid e to sid e butt welds and w elding such - that 
surfaces of said flat thin plates are indented from said thick corner plates on one side in 
the direction of thickness but positioned flush with said thick corner plates on the other 
side in the direction of thickness, 

5. (Currently Amended) An operating arm for a construction machine as d e fin e d 
in -according to claim 1 , wherein said integral connection of said flat thin plates and said 
thick corner plates are joined together by stde-fco side butt w e lding such that w elds and 
surfaces of said flat thin plates are indented from said thick comer plates on both sides in 
the direction of thickness. 

6, (Currently Amended) An operating arm for a construction machine as d e fined 
in -according to c laim 1 » further comprising a boss mounting thick plate to be formed a 
boss mount member of said front part is joined with one longitudinal end of said flat thin 
plates and thick comer plates of said square tubular structure prior to a bending operation, 
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said boss mounting thick plate being bent into U-shape simultaneously with said thick 
corner plates, 

j 7. (Currently Amended) An operating arm for a construction machine as defined 

in -according to claim 6, wherein said boss mounting thick plate is substantially of the 
same thickness as said thick comer plates. 

8. (Canceled) 

9. (Canceled) 

10. (Canceled) 



4 



PAGE 6/10 * RCVO AT 2/17/2009 1:45:00 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-5i3 * DNIS:2738300 ■ CSID:703 684 1159 * DURATION (mm-ss):01-28 



